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for the time being^ France, therefore, seemed more than ever isolated and the Germans continued their pressure with the now undisguised intention of driving a wedge between her and Great Britain. By the autumn of 1905 it had become clear that Mr. Balfour and Lord Lansdowne would hand on a very dangerous legacy to their successors, whoever these might be.
The Shrinkage of the World
The process which was binding the whole world in a chain of cause and effect, obliterating distance and requiring statesmen everywhere to keep their eyes on the ends of the earth, had made rapid progress since the beginning of the century. The South African War had roused the Germans to a sense of their impotence in the absence of sea-power and started them on building the great fleet which was to be the chief cause of contention between them and Great Britain in the coining years. The British-Japanese Alliance had afforded Japan the opportunity of challenging Russia in the Far East; the defeat of Russia had deprived France of her principal support in Europe and led her to look for help from Great Britain; Anglo-French friendship had incensed Germany and led to reprisals against France. Finally, the return of Russia to Europe and the substitution of the Near East for the Far East as the goal of her ambitions, was to be the occasion of the clash between the European Alliances in the Great War.
But the consequences of their action were mostly hidden from statesmen at the time. Lord Salisbury and Lord Lansdowne did not foresee that their alliance with Japan would pave the way to a war between Russia and Japan; the Russians were so confident of their ability to defeat Japan that they were not deterred by an agreement which only came into operation if a third Power intervened. Still less did British statesmen foresee that in ending a series of vexatious quarrels with France and paying what seemed die modest price of "diplomatic support" on strictly defined ground, they would be supposed to have committed themselves to taking sides in the rivalry of the European groups. Nor, finally, did the Germans foresee that in resenting the Anglo-French Convention and threatening France on ground on which Great Britain had promised this "diplomatic support," they were taking the
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